Veiled Advantages.* 


By WILLIAM WALKER ATKINSON. 
I HAVE often noticed in my own 
experience how some thing 
learned long in the past—some ex- 
perience of long ago—would fit right 
into the thing betore me. At such 
times I have wondered much—have 
been fairly startled at times—at the 
flash of understanding which would 
come over me. The bit of knowl- 
edge in question seemed absolutely 
necessary for the solution of the 
matter in hand; the bit of stone 
raised from the dark river of mem- 
ory seemed to fit exactly into the 
edifice being erected, and often be- 
came the corner-stone of the tem- 
ple. At times the bit of informa- 
tion—the experience of the past— 
the thing learned long ago—fitted 
so Closely into the thing before me, 
that I could see the tongue fit into 
the groove; the broken parts joined 
so closely together that I felt bound 
to say, “This is not chance—here, 
surely, is an evidence of some great 
a What this plan is I do not 
, but its working out I con- 
stantly witness in myself and others. 
And my faith is growing. I am 
learning to trust more and more in 
the Power and Intelligence back 
of it all. I am getting in closer 
touch with that Intelligence by 
trusting it. 

One of the most peculiar things 
about these occurrences is that the 
most valuable bits of experience 
which present themselves before 
me for use at these times are expe- 
riences gaine PR aon aE 
) 'ell do I remember 
these experiences and the 


And y 


I am 


myself wonderir 
for, and when am I going to use the 
experience and information which 
come from it?” And I am learn- 
ing to be perfectly sure that each 
and every experience is going to be 
turned into account for my good, 
and the good of others, some time, 
somewhere. 

Do you remember the story of 
“Ben Hur”? Do you remember 
how he was captured and trans- 
formed into a galley-slave? He 
pulled at the heavy oar all day while 
chained to his bench in the galley. 
He asked permission to change 
seats, that the muscles of both arms 
might becomedeveloped. Horrible 
condition—terrible plight— degrad- 
ing servitude! Could any good 
come from this evil thing? Then 
you remember the chariot race long 
years after—the turning-point and 
opportunity of Ben Hur’s life. 

ou saw him matched against for- 
midable rivals, with but little chance 
of winning. You heard the rattle 
of the wheels, the beating of the 
horses' hoofs, the clang of the char- 
iots, the shouts of the drivers, the 
yells of the Up es You smelled 
the dust of the arena—you were 
there gazing upon the exciting race. 
You saw the chariot of the Jew forg- 
ing ahead of the others—the horses 
under perfect control of those 
wonderful muscles of the ex-galley- 
slave; you heard the shouts of won- 
der and admiration from the popu- . 
lace; you saw the look of ss 
upon the face of Ben Hur as he 
swept onward past the others: 
“The Jew wins! the Jew wins!" 
And the Jew did win—and his 

i was possible only because of 
the terrible experience of the galley- 
bench, Was it worth the price? 
Ask Ben Hur! 
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